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NWMA COVID-19 Updates & News You Can Use
Monday, February 8, 2021

REMINDER: No call this week.
In the future we will hold calls the third Tuesday of each month.

Our next scheduled call will be on March 16, 2021

Opinion: Considering a grant
writer? Do your homework

July 16, 2020 | by Dave Millhouser | 

 
My record is perfect.
 
For those who have followed this column, that’s
hard to imagine. Years ago, a manufacturer paid
me to help write customers’ applications for the
UMA Vision Awards. They picked innovative
operators, and hoped my infusion of “literary skill”
would help them win.
 
My record was unblemished by success, and
eventually, they stopped asking for my “help.”
 
Hope on the horizon
 
A glimmer of hope for our industry is visible on the
horizon in the form of the CERTS Act. If it
becomes law, bus companies may be eligible for
grants and low-interest loans.

Senate Democrats approve
budget resolution, teeing up
coronavirus bill

READ MORE

READ MORE

Two things to consider.
 
First, it’ll probably be simple to apply on your own,
If you do, hang on for a couple of paragraphs for
some ideas stolen from actual smart people.
 
If CERTS passes, grants will probably be need-
based. UMA, ABA, and state associations will
provide application particulars when available.
 
“Writers” can be helpful with “competitive” grants,
but CERTS will likely be the easier “proof of need.”
 
Do your homework
 
This is the government, and the process will take
time. Do homework now, while CERTS is
being hashed out, and figure out how to survive
until it comes through.
 
“Homework” includes working with your
Accountant to make sure all taxes and filings are
current. Have current “financials”, so you know
how much to ask for in future.

TSA provides clarification on new
mask mandate and security
directive at today's Town Hall

TSA's David Cooper joined operators on today's
Town Hall to provide an update on the flurry of
activity related to the new mask mandate. "I don't
think anybody's as used to getting emails from me
as they have the last few weekends. There's been
a lot of action going on."
 
He provided guidance on how the directive came
to be, who it applies to, and what must be
enforced. "It's important to know that it's for
scheduled fixed route service only," he said. "So if
you're doing a private charter if you're doing a
private contract to move employees, the security
directive does not apply to you." 

Regarding the mask mandate and enforcement,
he said there are penalties for those who refuse to
comply. There are civil penalties that TSA can levy
or even criminal ones CDC can pursue if a rider
refuses to wear a mask. TSA has provided a
sample sign operators can use to inform riders
about the requirement for wearing masks. "The
intent is to just get people to wear a mask, not to
pursue penalties. This is to prevent our
transportation workers from getting sick and to
prevent other folks in public transportation from
getting sick."

TSA MEMORANDUM

CDC MASK ORDER

https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/537482-senate-democrats-approves-budget-resolution-teeing-up-coronavirus-bill
https://thehill.com/
https://www.busandmotorcoachnews.com/considering-a-grant-writer-do-your-homework/
https://files.constantcontact.com/8d0fdf5a001/3ab7cda9-4c79-4caa-87e4-c827a1ce1f58.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8d0fdf5a001/b3941b60-80e5-4d0a-a469-5af9c303cc2c.pdf
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Relatives say bus driver was killed
after argument over face mask

BALTIMORE (WBFF) - A heartbroken Baltimore
family is speaking out as we learn disturbing new
details about what may have led to the killing of an
MTA mobility driver.
by Keith DanielsWednesday, February 3rd 2021

READ MORE

NLA Holds First Board of Directors
Meeting of 2021

The National Limousine Association (NLA) held its
first board meeting on January 28 via Facebook
Live. Members from around the world were invited
to view and take part in the event, and let their
voices be “heard” through the comments
thread. The full meeting can be heard here.

READ MORE

Vehicle Mile Tax Draws Fresh
Attention as Buttigieg Takes Post

(BGov) Pete Buttigieg, confirmed by the Senate
Tuesday as transportation secretary, will take
office with a funding crisis confronting the nation’s
highway system. The main source of federal
money for highways and transit, the gasoline tax,
hasn’t been increased since 1993. Without
additional revenue, the Highway Trust Fund will
soon run out of money.
 
February 2, 2021 2:16 PM By Lillianna Byington

READ MORE

International Roadcheck Set for
May 4-6 with Emphasis on Lighting
and Hours of Service

(CVSA) The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance
(CVSA) has set May 4-6 as the dates for this
year’s International Roadcheck. Over that 72-hour
period, commercial motor vehicle inspectors in
jurisdictions throughout Canada, Mexico and the
U.S. will conduct inspections on commercial motor
vehicles and drivers. Inspectors will ensure the
vehicle’s brake systems, cargo securement,
coupling devices, driveline/driveshaft components,
driver’s seat, exhaust systems, frames, fuel
systems, lighting devices, steering mechanisms,
suspensions, tires, van and open-top trailer
bodies, wheels, rims, hubs and windshield wipers
are compliant with regulations. Inspections of
motorcoaches, passenger vans and other
passenger-carrying vehicles also include
emergency exits, electrical cables and systems in
the engine and battery compartments, and
seating.

READ MORE

https://foxbaltimore.com/news/local/exclusive-relatives-say-bus-driver-was-killed-after-argument-over-face-mask?utm_source=second-street&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Fox45+News+Daily+-+Thursday+2%2f4%2f21
https://www.facebook.com/NLA1985/videos/244712253811983
https://www.chauffeurdriven.com/news-features/industry-news/2866-nla-holds-first-board-of-directors-meeting-of-2021.html?utm_campaign=ENEWS020321&utm_source=E-News-02-03-21&utm_medium=email
https://about.bgov.com/news/vehicle-mile-tax-draws-fresh-attention-as-buttigieg-takes-post/
https://www.cvsa.org/news/2021-international-roadcheck/
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COVID-19 INFO
New COVID-19 Variants

Information about the characteristics of these
variants is rapidly emerging. Scientists are working
to learn more about how easily they spread,
whether they could cause more severe illness, and
whether currently authorized vaccines will protect
people against them.

LEARN MORE

UpComing Webinar's
How to support Black-owned small
businesses

Join us Thursday, February 11, at 12 PM ET for
the first episode of CO— Roadmap for Rebuilding:
Starting a New Business, an interactive discussion
focused on giving you the information and insight
you need to start up smartly and smoothly, even
under tough conditions. RSVP.

LEARN MORE ON HOW YOU TOO
CAN SUPPORT

 

WOMEN IN BUSES ANNOUNCES UPDATED
PROGRAM LINE UP!

WIB ON-GOING EVENTS

WOMEN IN BUSES EVERY OTHER
WEDNESDAY | 2:00 PM ET
Bi-Weekly virtual meeting of Women in Buses
members.
 
WOMEN IN BUSES MEET & EAT | 1:00 PM ET
Gather, share and network monthly with other
members of the Women in Buses Council.
 
BOOK CLUB
The idea for the book club was formed in 2020 as
a way to keep growing in knowledge,networking,
and leadership throughout the year.

REGISTER HERE

WIB Book Club to Discuss The Social Dilemma

ABA's Women in Buses Book Club members
discussed taking a break from reading but not a
break from personal growth through discussions
January - February. On Jan. 28, at 11:00 a.m.
EST, we will be discussing the Netflix film The
Social Dilemma. The description from this link is
as follows: "This documentary-drama hybrid
explores the dangerous human impact of social
networking, with tech experts sounding the alarm
on their own creations." If you would like to
participate, please complete this survey. You are
expected to watch the film prior to Jan. 28

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/transmission/variant.html
http://click.uschamber.com/?qs=fc151581e0436d592845702ee5c82b660856ba8347267f71f777f96af7b332911e70d468868335efb68f1e852c403da31e240087a14a690e
https://www.uschamber.com/co/start/strategy/black-owned-businesses-directories?utm_medium=Email&utm_source=SFMC&utm_campaign=MO_Newsletter&utm_content=2021-02-04
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYlcumqqjItH9Oatb_9UCMVrYFQ3cMxhtM1
http://abassoc.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTkzNTEzJnA9MSZ1PTM3NjcwNDk5OCZsaT0yNzQwNDUxMg/index.html
http://abassoc.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTkzNTEzJnA9MSZ1PTM3NjcwNDk5OCZsaT0yNzQwNDUxNA/index.html
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
(if you have an event that you would like included here please send the information to us and we will be happy to share)

WHO SHOULD ATTEND:

• DRIVERS
• OWNER/OPERATORS
• UPPER MANAGEMENT

SESSION INCLUDES:

·      COVID-19 Waivers
·      CDL Requirements
·      Drug and Alcohol Testing (including Drug
and Alcohol Clearinghouse)
·      Driver Qualification
·      Hours of Service
·      Vehicle Maintenance
·      Bus Interchange and Lease Rules
Q & A

GUEST FACILITATOR

Philip Thomas, Division Administrator
Maryland Division
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
31 Hopkins Plaza, Suite 750 | Baltimore, MD
21201
P: (443) 703-2365 | M: (667) 203-3996 | F: (443)
703-2374
Philip.Thomas@dot.gov

REGISTER NOW/NO-CHARGE
EVENT IS HOSTED BY MMA

UMA ANNOUNCES NEW DATES
FOR EXPO 2021

Join your motorcoach friends and bus buddies for
a generational gathering in Orlando, April 21-25,
2021. UMA is marking 50 years serving the
motorcoach industry, a landmark achievement for
the hundreds of small, family-owned, multi-
generational businesses who make up the United
Motorcoach Association. FIND OUT MORE & REGISTER NOW

MEMBER MESSAGES
Do you have news or updates on your business
that you would like us to share? Please send all
notices to Mary Presley and we will be happy to
share them with the group. Thank you

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES?

NWMA Continues to provide our members with information that they can use during this Pandemic Crisis
on an on-going bases and weekly and we need your support in order to continue to do so.

https://forms.gle/AgYwxKE3B2PUp2ZB8
https://motorcoachexpo.com/
mailto:tourtrvl@comcast.net
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If you have not already done so please do consider renewing your membership and support us now as
we support you. THANK YOU
 
CLICK HERE TO CONTACT US FOR A PAYPAL INVOICE.

IDAHO
Idaho advances to Stage 3 as

COVID-19 case counts,
hospitalizations decline

 
Boise, Idaho – After weeks of
declining COVID-19 case counts
and hospitalizations, Governor
Brad Little announced today that
statewide metrics justify returning
to Stage 3 of the Idaho Rebounds
plan.

READ MORE

OREGON
Governor Kate Brown

Provides Updates on COVID-
19 in Oregon

 
Salem, OR—Governor Kate
Brown held a press conference
today to update Oregonians on
the status of COVID-19
vaccinations in Oregon,
particularly as they relate to
seniors and educators.

READ MORE

WASHINGTON
Inslee announces metric

changes to Healthy
Washington — Roadmap

to Recovery
 

Gov. Jay Inslee today announced
several changes to the state’s
Healthy Washington — Roadmap
to Recovery. The governor first
announced the regional, phased
reopening plan Jan. 6.

READ MORE
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