3/20/2021

Constant Contact

NWMA COVID-19 Updates & News You Can Use
Monday, March 8, 2021
REMINDER: No call this week.
In the future we will hold calls the third Tuesday of each month.
Our next scheduled call will be on March 16, 2021

News You Can Use!
Brian J. Ludlow
Executive Vice President
Alternative Claims Management
bludlow@AltClaim.com | www.AltClai
m.com | LinkedIn - ACM
O 407-554-4000 | C 231-330-0515

“Secrets to Maximizing Recovery on
Not-at-Fault Accidents”
This fun and informative webinar is probably the
only one that can put money in your pocket at no
cost to you. Learn what is recoverable from not at
fault accidents for Loss of Use and Diminution of
Value.
Learning Objectives
1: Best Practices After an Accident to Maximize
Recovery
2: Downtime Recovery Options – The Law is on
Your Side
3: How to Turn Past Claims into New Money

FMCSA 18-Carat Workshop A
Success
A number of associations from across the US met
on March 2, 2021 for FMCSA's 18-Carat
Workshop. Topics included; Compliance,
Assistance e & Regulatory, Accountability and
Training. Hosted by MMA and led by Philip
Thomas FMCSA the event allowed operators time
to listen, and learn without ever leaving their office.
If you were not able to participate a Link to both
the session and the PowerPoint are included
below. You may want to Save The Date for our
next ArmChair Learning Session hosted by the
NorthWest Motorcoach Association where
operators and their mechanics can learn what's
needed to get their buses "Ready To Roll" again
as we come out of this pandemic. Information &
registration for this session is featured below.
Text Link

Philip Thomas, Director
Eastern Service Center
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

CLICK HERE FOR ACTUAL
PRESENTATION
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CLICK HERE FOR POWERPOINT
OF PRESENTATION

Coronavirus Daily Update: How to
get your full COVID stimulus check
during tax season

READ MORE

With Congress tightening eligibility for the third
coronavirus stimulus checks, some Americans
might want to strategically time their next tax
return to get the full $1,400.
The Senate is poised to push through a proposal
that would cut off any individual making more than
$80,000 a year from receiving the pandemic relief
payments.

VICTORY SPRAYER'S AVAILABLE
As buses start rolling again and you need more
disinfectant sprayers to service the increased
demand EZDissan has offered our members the
below special rate should you need more.
Electrostatic sprayers from Victory Innovations
create a positive charge that ensures chemical
solutions cover the entire surface, including hard
to reach areas, so you can get back to business
sooner. Plus, you can save time and money all
while improving your cleaning procedures. Our
cordless electrostatic sprayers cover surfaces
more effectively in less time while using less
chemical.
Please contact Todd Campbell at EZDissan for
order and delivery of the materials

$ 499.00PROFESSIONAL CORDLESS
ELECTROSTATIC HANDHELD SPRAYER alone

Todd Campbell, President
EZ DISSAN
123 Boozel Road
Slippery Rock, PA 16057
Mobile 724-333-6154
todd@ezdissan.com
www.ezdissan.com

$ 669.00 PROFESSIONAL CORDLESS
ELECTROSTATIC HANDHELD SPRAYER and
one pail of disinfectant solution,

Most Principals, District Leaders
Predict Their Schools Will Be Fully
In-Person This Fall

$ 799.00 PROFESSIONAL CORDLESS
ELECTROSTATIC HANDHELD SPRAYER and
two pails of solution.
$1,599.00 for the backpack sprayers

READ MORE

The current rate of in-school instruction is
continuing to rise as most educators predict their
schools will be fully in-person next fall, a new
EdWeek Research Center survey shows.
Most of the teachers who took the survey reported
that, compared with prior to the pandemic, they
are spending more time on review and on
addressing basic, essential academic standards;
district leaders said that the frequency of COVID19 testing in schools is inching up; and teachers,
principals, and district leaders predict that one
surprisingly specific pandemic-era change—
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list
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enhanced cleaning and ventilation protocols—may
be here to stay.
By Holly Kurtz — March 04, 2021

U.S. Driving Last Year Was Lowest
in Two Decades, New Data Show

READ MORE

WASHINGTON – After six consecutive years of
gradual increases in vehicle-miles traveled (VMT),
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) today
released new year-end estimates showing total
U.S. driving fell by 13.2% – from 3.3 trillion VMT in
2019 to 2.83 trillion in 2020. This decrease
equates to an estimated reduction of nearly 170
million metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions.
“As the Biden Administration works to get the
pandemic under control and rebuild the economy,
the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) is
committed to building back better,” said Acting
Federal Highway Administrator Stephanie Pollack.
“As we get Americans back to work, we will do our
part to offer cleaner transportation options, by
investing in transit, and safer streets for biking and
walking.”

Here's what you could get from the
$1.9 trillion House stimulus

READ MORE

CNN —
The $1.9 trillion House coronavirus package
contains a wide range of proposals to help
Americans still struggling with the economic fallout
of the pandemic.
The legislation provides another round of direct
payments, as well as additional assistance for the
unemployed, hungry, uninsured and at risk of
losing their homes. It also would provide a bigger
tax break for parents.
Tami Luhby and Katie Lobosco, CNN

Chair DeFazio Stresses the Need
for Significant Federal Investment
in U.S. Infrastructure After Newly
Released ‘Report Card’ Shows
Little Improvement
Washington, DC- Chair of the House Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure Peter
DeFazio (D-OR) renewed his call for passing a
transformational infrastructure bill in the new
Congress after the American Society of Civil
Engineers (ASCE) gave U.S. infrastructure an
overall grade of C- on its 2021 Infrastructure
Report Card.
ASCE releases its Infrastructure Report Card once
every four years, assigning an overall letter grade
to our Nation’s infrastructure by assessing all
relevant data and reports and consulting with
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list

“Once again we have a comprehensive scorecard
from the American Society of Civil Engineers and
America’s overall infrastructure is rated at C
minus. Wastewater, highways, transit are all rated
in the Ds. This is not acceptable,” Chair DeFazio
said, underscoring decades of underinvestment at
the Federal level. “The States can’t go it alone.
The cities can’t go it alone. They need a Federal
partner.”
Chair DeFazio, whose transformational
infrastructure legislation passed the House last
year but stalled in the Republican-led Senate, is
ready to get to work.
“We had seven fake Infrastructure Weeks under
Trump…President Biden is dead serious about
rebuilding our Nation’s infrastructure, moving our
infrastructure into the 21st century and creating
millions of jobs as we rebuild it. Rebuild it resilient
for severe weather events, rebuild it in a way that
begins to de-fossilize transportation, the largest
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3/20/2021

Constant Contact

technical and industry experts. This year, ASCE
also gave grades to 17 infrastructure categories,
including roads, bridges, aviation, ports, rail,
wastewater infrastructure, and more. You can read
the full 2021 report here.

contributor to climate change in the United States
and this is something that must get done and this
scorecard highlights it.”

SEE DEFAZIO'S STATEMENT HERE

COVID-19 INFO
Travel During COVID-19
New Travel Requirements:
All air passengers coming to the United States,
including U.S. citizens, are required to have a
negative COVID-19 test result or documentation of
recovery from COVID-19 before they board a flight
to the United States. See the Frequently Asked
Questions for more information.
Masks are required on planes, buses, trains, and
other forms of public transportation traveling into,
within, or out of the United States and in U.S.
transportation hubs such as airports and stations.

Lancer Insurance Company Is Here
To Help During the Coronavirus
Outbreak

LEARN MORE

FIND OUT MORE

We understand that these are challenging times.
The motto of Lancer Insurance Company is “The
Difference Is Our Attitude“ and that motto will
continue to guide us during this unprecedented
crisis. Our top priority is the safety and well being
of our customers and employees. If you have been
impacted by the Coronavirus outbreak, we are
here to help. Please contact us through your
insurance agent or call us directly at (800) 7828902 x3307.

UpComing Webinar's
FY 2021 INTERCITY BUS SECURITY GRANT PROGRAM APPLICATION
ROLL OUT WITH FEMA & TSA
Webinar | March 9, 2021 | 12 -1 p.m. ET

The motorcoach industry continually
strives to improve the safety and
security of bus operations. Over the
past few years, enhancing
motorcoach security has become a
key issue for all motorcoach
operators and a priority issue for the
nation as a whole as motorcoaches
visit nearly all of our nation's historic
landmarks, pass along or through
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list

FIND OUT MORE AND REGISTER
HERE
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much of our critical infrastructure, and
transport nearly 600 million
passengers annually. Since 2003,
over $118 million in grants have been
awarded to the motorcoach industry
by the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) through the Intercity
Bus Security Grant Program (IBSGP).
The Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) has recently released
the FY 2021 Notice of Funding

REGISTER HERE

WOMEN IN BUSES ANNOUNCES UPDATED
PROGRAM LINE UP!
WIB ON-GOING EVENTS
WOMEN IN BUSES EVERY OTHER
WEDNESDAY | 2:00 PM ET
Bi-Weekly virtual meeting of Women in Buses
members.
WOMEN IN BUSES MEET & EAT | 1:00 PM ET
Gather, share and network monthly with other
members of the Women in Buses Council.
BOOK CLUB
The idea for the book club was formed in 2020 as
a way to keep growing in knowledge,networking,
and leadership throughout the year.

REGISTER HERE
WIB Book Club to Discuss The Social Dilemma
ABA's Women in Buses Book Club members
discussed taking a break from reading but not a
break from personal growth through discussions
January - February. On Jan. 28, at 11:00 a.m.
EST, we will be discussing the Netflix film The
Social Dilemma. The description from this link is
as follows: "This documentary-drama hybrid
explores the dangerous human impact of social
networking, with tech experts sounding the alarm
on their own creations." If you would like to
participate, please complete this survey. You are
expected to watch the film prior to Jan. 28

UPCOMING MEETINGS
(if you have an event that you would like included here please send the information to us and we will be happy to share)

UMA EXPO Get Real!
Join your motorcoach friends and bus buddies for
a generational gathering in Orlando, April 21-25,
2021. UMA is marking 50 years serving the
motorcoach industry, a landmark achievement for
the hundreds of small, family-owned, multigenerational businesses who make up the United
Motorcoach Association.
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list
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Watch The Video

FIND OUT MORE & REGISTER NOW

MEMBER MESSAGES
Do you have news or updates on your business
that you would like us to share? Please send all
notices to Mary Presley and we will be happy to
share them with the group. Thank you

READ MORE

Sustainable transportation funding
needed to build Idaho’s future
By Governor Brad Little
There’s only one thing we all want more of but
cannot replenish – time.
You will spend almost as much time in traffic in
some parts of Idaho as you would in Seattle, San
Francisco, or Los Angeles.
That time would be better spent at home with
family, earning a living, or off doing something fun.
Imagine if you spent 20 fewer minutes per day
getting to work or school. The value to citizens and
businesses would be enormous.

READ MORE

Governor Kate Brown Announces
Return to In-Person Instruction for
Oregon Public Schools
School districts will return to full or hybrid inperson instruction on or before the weeks of
March 29 for grades K-5, April 19 for grades 6-12
Salem, OR—Governor Kate Brown announced
today she will be issuing an executive order to
return Oregon public school students to the
classroom. In a letter to the Oregon Health
Authority and the… , she directed all Oregon
public schools to offer universal access to inperson instruction on or before the weeks of
March 29 for K-5 students and April 19 for
students in grades 6-12.

READ MORE

Inslee announces authorization of
J & J vaccine by Western States
Scientific Safety Review
Workgroup
Gov. Jay Inslee today announced the authorization
of the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine by
the Western States Scientific Safety Review
Workgroup.

https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list
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The announcement comes after the FDA and CDC
granted their initial authorization for the J & J
vaccine. The Western States Workgroup,
comprised of vaccine experts from Washington,
California, Oregon and Nevada, has met to review
the data and analysis to ensure the safety and
efficacy of all FDA-authorized vaccines. Both the
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines were reviewed and
authorized following federal authorization in
December.

Idaho launches COVID-19
vaccine appointment preregistration system

Oregon launches COVID19 vaccine appointment
pre-registration system

Boise, Idaho – Under Governor
Brad Little’s direction, the State of
Idaho created a new COVID-19
vaccine appointment preregistration solution to help
alleviate the frustration of many
Idahoans in trying to make an
appointment to get the vaccine.

We work to make vaccines widely
available, the fastest way to get
our schools, businesses and
communities back open is to
keep working together. We’re
going to have to continue to use
the tried-and-true methods we
know stop the spread of this
disease: wear a face covering,
limit group size, keep distance,
wash hands and stay home when
sick.

FIND OUT MORE

FIND OUT MORE

Washington launches
COVID-19 vaccine
appointment preregistration system
The Washington State
Department of Health (DOH),
along with the assistance from
the Washington National Guard
and local and private sector
partners, is launching four mass
vaccination sites across the state
for people eligible for the COVID19 vaccine under Phase 1A or
Phase 1B tier 1 (PDF).

FIND OUT MORE
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